
 

 

“WE OFFER PERSONALIZED SERVICE…SECOND TO NONE” 
 

FOREST HILLS CENTRAL H.S. BAND 
JOHN DESTEFANO, DIRECTOR 

DESTINATION:  NEW YORK 
DATES:  NOVEMBER 21-26, 2008 

 
SUGGESTED ITINERARY 

AS OF 
AUGUST 7, 2008 

 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21  
 
 6:00 AM Ambassador Motor Coaches arrive at Forest Hill Central High School; Load 

877-642-3287 5901 Hall Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  

 7:00 AM Depart for New York City (817 miles, 14 ½ hours drive time) 
 PM Lunch and dinner en route (student cost)  
11:30 PM Arrive at the Sheraton- Newark Airport (973) 690-5500 
              128 Frontage Road  
             Newark, NJ  
 PM Check-in; relax 
 

 
 
 

(Nighttime security guard on duty 10:30 pm-5:30 am) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
 
 7:00 AM Buffet breakfast at the hotel 
  Breakfast daily to include 2 hot items, fresh fruit, Danish, cold and hot cereal, juice,  

and coffee. 
 8:00 AM Load motor coaches; depart for Liberty State Park 
 9:00 AM Board Ferry  
Note:  All backpacks must be left on the buses for security reasons. 
  Visit the ����������	
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Ellis Island:  the famous immigrant gateway to America (1892-1954) for ancestors 
of 1 in 4 present-day Americans.  

 PM Lunch at Ellis Island (student cost)  
12:45 PM Return to Battery Park and begin loading coach 
 1:00 PM Depart for St Paul’s Chapel  
 
2:00 PM Forest Hill Central Jazz Band PERFORMANCE St Paul’s Chapel (based on 
availability) 
 3:00 PM Load motor coaches; depart for Little Italy/Chinatown   
 PM Free time to explore the shops  
 5:30 PM Enjoy a group dinner at Sal Anthony’s (Little Italy)  

  Dinner includes house salad, choice of meat lasagna, spaghetti & meat balls, 
chicken Parmagiana or cheese ravioli for dinner, with chocolate mousse cake for 
dessert and soft drinks, coffee or tea. 

 6:30 PM Load motor coach; depart for a theatre  
 8:00 PM Enjoy a �������
����
���  (based on 2009 schedule/availability)�
 Note: Check out www.bestofbroadway.com for current shows. 
 ****** Popular shows include: WICKED, MARY POPPINS, LION KING, SPAMALOT 
10:30 PM Load motor coach; return to the hotel 
 

(Nighttime security guard on duty 10:30 pm-5:30 am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
 
 8:00 AM Buffet breakfast at the hotel 
 9:15 AM Load motor coaches; depart for ������������
���
10:30 AM Concert Band participates in a ��������������������
�
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The aim is to cultivate the next generation of performing artists through 
a creatively customized workshop.  An environment of growth and  
learning is created for the purpose of inspiration.  The workshop leaders 
are leaders in their field.  Students work behind the scenes in the rehearsal 
studios where the legends of the arts have rehearsed and performed. 

 PM Other groups enjoy free time in the area 
12:30 PM Lunch on own in the area (student cost)  
Afternoon Free time to walk along � �� � !�����
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  Open 24 hours, 365 days a year, and featuring a distinctive 32-foot glass cube. 
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It’s located just off of Central Park at 59th Street and 5th Avenue. 

 5:30    PM Load motor coaches; depart for (��������)�*$
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 6:15 PM Enjoy a ����%��
����  at New York’s most popular barbecue. 

Dinner includes ¼ chicken, ¼ baby back ribs, French fries, corn bread, cole slaw, 
and unlimited soda.   

 7:15 PM Load motor coaches; depart for the Top of the Rock  
TOP OF THE ROCK™ is the ultimate New York experience for groups of any 
generation and background. The entire TOP OF THE ROCK™ experience is 
entertaining, exciting and educational. Whether you want to marvel at the rich 
history of New York City, spend a leisurely afternoon gazing out at the famous 
skyline, or learn the geography of the city, TOP OF THE ROCK™ is the best 
centerpiece for every trip to New York. 

 8:00 PM View the “Big Apple” from the observation deck 
 9:15 PM Load motor coaches; return to the hotel 
 

(Nighttime security guard on duty 10:30 pm-5:30 am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24  
 
 8:00 AM Buffet breakfast at the hotel 
 9:00 AM Load motor coach; depart for Carnegie Hall  
10:00 AM Group enjoys guided tour of ������
��.���   

(Learn about the love story of Andrew and Louise Carnegie...hear how the famed 
Hall was saved from destruction in 1960...and discover a century-plus performance 
tradition that has showcased the finest of the world’s artists -- including 
Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Horowitz, Bernstein, and even the Beatles) 

11:00 AM Walk over to the IBM Building (motor coach meets you over there) 
11:30   AM Set up for Performance  
12:00  PM Forest Hills H.S. Wind ensemble performance at the ���� ��
�+   

 New York’s most highly visited corporate building atriums- a place known for its  
impressive art exhibits, popular with lunchtime crowds looking for a beautiful escape from 
the office. The IBM atrium has garnered near universal recognition as New York City’s 
peerless privately owned public space, a tree-filled conservatory and public living room 
rolled into one. 

Note:  The atrium connects to Trump Tower on 5th Avenue, where The Apprentice is taped.  We 
have spotted Donald Trump and many other celebs in this venue.  
  1:15 PM Lunch in the atrium (student cost) 
  2:00 PM Step on Guides Meet you for the TV Movie Tour 

Step-on tour guides will direct the group to locations from The Devil Wears Prada, 
the Interpreter, Rescue Me, and the Apprentice. See the apartment building where 
Friends lived, a location from Hitch, the firehouse used in Ghostbusters, the 
restaurant used in Spiderman, the Soup Nazi from Seinfeld, the diner used in Men 
in Black and more! (3 ½ hour tour) 

 5:00 PM Tour ends at Heartland Brewery  
Dinner includes freshly baked bread, mixed green salad, lemon rosemary chicken, 
mini burgers, French fries, cole slaw and mini-donuts for dessert.  Soft drinks, coffee 
and tea are also served. 

6:30 PM Load motor coaches; depart for Time Square  
During the 1990's Times Square's renovation created an explosion of kid-friendly 
entertainment, restaurants and attractions. Amidst the hustle and bustle, visitors can 
now be found exploring the sights, sounds and entertainment options the square has 
to offer. 

8:45 PM Load motor coaches; depart for the hotel  
 

(Nighttime security guard on duty 10:30 pm-5:30 am) 
 
 
  
 



 

 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 
 
 7:30 AM Buffet breakfast at the hotel 
 8:30 AM Check-out of the hotel; begin loading motor coach 
 8:45 AM Depart for Central Park 
 9:30 AM �������
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Extending south to north from 59th St. to 110th St., and east to west from Fifth Ave. 
to Central Park West, you will find over 840 acres of land-scaped & recreational 
areas:  zoo, theater, sports facilities, lakes & more.  

10:45 AM Load motor coaches; depart for IBM Atrium 
11:00 AM Set-Up for the performance   
11:30 AM Forest Hill Central Symphonic band performance at the IBM Atrium  
 PM Lunch at the Atrium (student cost)  
2:15 PM Load motor coach; depart for 	
�������������
3:00 PM Enjoy a Guided tour of Lincoln Center  

Includes visits to 3 theaters and glimpses at rehearsals in progress at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, Avery Fisher Hall & the NY State Theater 

4:30 PM Load coach; depart for Mars�0110 
Located in the heart of the Times Square district at 51 Street and Broadway, Mars 
2112 is a spectacular mingling of fantasy and reality, a 35,000-square-foot, bi-level, 
multi-dimensional, immersive environment that catapults travelers to a completely 
new world. 

 5:00 PM Enjoy ����%��
����  at Mars 2112 
  Choice of Turkey Wrap, Chicken Caesar Salad, Cheeseburger, Hamburger, Chicken  

Fingers, Garden Burger, served with French fries, dessert and soft drinks. 
 6:30 PM Load motor coaches; depart for home (817 miles, 14 ½ hours drive time) 
 
 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
 
Morning Breakfast en route (student cost) 
9:00 AM Arrive at Forest Hills Central High School 
 


